
Edexcel’s new 
GCSE ICT

The ICT course students  
will choose and you will  
want to teach

Up-to-date and engaging content ✓

Clear specification ✓

Accessible exam papers ✓

Practical Controlled Assessment tasks ✓

Modular structure ✓

Fully supported by your ICT Subject Advisor team ✓

Accredited  
by Ofqual
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“

“Edexcel’s new single GCSE ICT is a ‘must-have’ 
qualification for all students, not only those 
who are considering a career in the IT industry. 
Everyone needs to be a ‘savvy IT user’, whatever 
their career aspirations. 
 
We are confident that our new GCSE ICT  
will engage and motivate all students. By 
choosing topics they can identify with, we have 
given the subject a new and more interesting 
slant. It will reawaken students’ interest in ICT 
as a subject and encourage more of them to 
consider progression to a higher-level ICT  
or computing qualification. 
 
Of course, not all students will want to pursue 
the subject further. Nevertheless, they will find 
that the skills they have gained will help them 
succeed in whatever they wish to do in the future.

Monica Mason, Chair of Examiners
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Welcome to our new GCSE ICT for 
2010 – a revolution in ICT teaching 
starts here!

The countdown has started! From September 2010 you’ll be able to teach our new 
exciting GCSE ICT specification. We’ve designed it to be interesting for you to deliver and 
motivating for your students to study. Its modular structure means that you can mould it 
to fit your curriculum and gives you the opportunity of offering both a single and double 
award. The specification is fully accredited by Ofqual, so ‘what you see is what you get’. You 
can start planning for delivery in September 2010, confident that nothing will change in the 
interim.

Relevant, engaging content that will appeal to all students

We’ve consulted with hundreds of teachers and students to provide you with a new, 
invigorated GCSE ICT. We’ve listened to what you’ve said and produced a specification 
which really delivers on student engagement – switching the emphasis to topics that students  
value and experience in their daily lives, with a far more practical approach to learning.  
You can see what topics you’ll be teaching on page 4.

A specification which works for teachers

We’ve developed our new GCSE ICT for teachers who want to hit the ground running with delivery. 
We’re developing a comprehensive GCSE ICT10 Toolkit that will help you get off to a flying start in 
September. It will take the hard work out of course planning so that you can focus on getting ready  
to teach. 

There’s a Single or Double Award to choose from

Our new GCSE has a simple modular structure, with students taking two units for the Single Award and 
four units for the Double. Students who complete the single GCSE with time to spare can move on to 
the Double Award, while those who opt for the Double Award, but fail to complete it for some reason, 
can still achieve the Single GCSE.

On page 14, you will see the range of support available to you as an Edexcel centre offering GCSE ICT. 
Over on the back page, you’ll see how you can request resources for teaching our new specification. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions that relate to the delivery of GCSE ICT, please feel free to 
email me at ICTSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk or call the team on 0844 372 2186.

We very much look forward to working with you in the near future. 

Ann Weidmann,  
Senior Business Manager, Edexcel 
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Our new GCSE ICT builds on young people’s love of digital 
devices. It explores how technology impacts on every aspect 
of our daily lives: learning and earning, leisure, shopping and 
money management, health and well being and on the move. It 
will teach your students to be ‘savvy IT users’, who understand 
the risks as well as the benefits and use ICT safely and 
responsibly. The nature of the Controlled Assessment, with its 
emphasis on ‘doing’ rather than ‘writing about’ helps develop 
important transferable skills including problem solving, 
creative thinking and collaborative working.

A rewarding, credible GCSE that will  

appeal to all students and help them  

become ‘savvy IT users’ 

The savvy IT user will be:
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“

“We have made a GCSE that builds on young 
people’s love of digital devices. It won’t teach 
them about how computers work or how to 
program them, but it will show them how to 
use ICT effectively and safely. If you like, we 
are trying to make students good drivers rather 
than car mechanics.

The specification content at a glance

We’ve taken on board what you have told us about the old 
GCSE – too much ‘writing about’ and not enough ‘doing’. This 
new specification puts the emphasis very definitely on practical 
application and demonstration of competence. The content also 
helps to make the subject more attractive to girls, with plenty of 
topics that will appeal to both sexes.

See the diagram below for a summary of what students will 
study and how the units sit within the Single and Double Award.
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Our GCSE ICT taps into young people’s love of 
digital technology and is designed to bring out 
the best in students of all abilities. It will make 
ICT a subject they enjoy and are motivated to 
work hard to achieve.

A GCSE ICT Double Award  
for extra recognition

Students who want to work for a Double GCSE 
to reflect their effort and interest will be given an 
exciting opportunity to design and produce their 
own interactive digital product – and of course, 
gain two GCSEs. 

In Unit 4 students design and make a digital 
product. It can be anything from a relational 
database, to a digital storybook, a computer  
game or a website.

We have helped with the timetable squeeze 
by cutting out repetitive assessment activities, 
making this Double Award a very time-efficient 
qualification to deliver.

The relationship between  
Functional ICT and GCSE ICT

Functional ICT is embedded within our new  
GCSE ICT specification. However, the assessment is 
separate. If students want to have a Functional Skills 
ICT qualification (equivalent to half a GCSE) as well 
as their GCSE, they will need to take a separate test, 
but they will not need separate teaching.

To prevent the specification from dating,  
we have avoided making reference to 
specific devices or technologies. Instead, 
we publish an annual supplement listing 
new devices and technologies that 
students will be expected to learn about.

A specification designed to  

give you maximum flexibility
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Integrate topical, real-life content into your teaching

Our new GCSE ICT allows you to use articles and case studies 
on the latest technology and how it is being used to teach 
important ICT concepts. For example, you may want to explore 
the impact Google 360 has had on society, how people use 
smart phones on the go, or the impact online reviews have  
on the consumer and businesses.

Below, we have given you an example of how you can  
integrate activities which young people are interested  
in into your teaching.

Finding the nearest tube station with a phone app
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Our specification has been 
structured to give you  
maximum flexibility

Here is a summary of its features:

the Single Award has two units•	
 the Double Award has four units, two of  •	
which are the same as the Single Award
 the Single Award has one exam paper worth •	
40% of the marks, and one Controlled 
Assessment worth 60%
 the Double Award has the same exam paper •	
and Controlled Assessment task, and then a 
second exam paper and a second Controlled 
Assessment task
 there’s the option to enter students  •	
for assessment twice a year
 Unit 1 and Unit 2 cover the contents of  •	
the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study for  
ICT and Functional ICT.

Our papers are clear and 
accessible, so students can  
do their best on them

 We have ramped the questions on the exam •	
papers so that students of all abilities can 
show us what they know.
 Our new-look papers feature drawings, •	
screenshots and diagrams to make them  
as motivating and engaging as possible. 
 We’ve worded the questions carefully so  •	
your students know exactly what is required  
of them.

Teacher support material

To support your teaching, we will provide you 
with schemes of work, student exemplar material 
and stimulating lesson ideas. To see what other 
support is available to you, turn to page 14.

By now you should have received your personal 
copy of our accredited specification and 
teaching guide, together with sample assessment 
materials. If you would like an additional copy, 
please visit www.ict10.co.uk. Our specification 
tells you clearly what you need to teach, outlining 
the depth and breadth of each topic area. You’ll 
find tips from examiners and teachers throughout 
the specification, giving you the benefit of the 
experience and insight. 

We’ve made it as easy as possible 

for you to introduce this new 

specification into your school
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Controlled Assessment

The QCDA has imposed the change from 
coursework to Controlled Assessment, and this 
will take effect for GCSE ICT from September 
2010. The main difference is that your students 
now produce their work in school under your 
supervision within a specified amount of time.

Flexible, reliable and accessible

All our Controlled Assessments will meet the 
QCDA requirements for task-setting, task-
taking and task-marking. We will provide you 
with Controlled Assessment briefs (CABs), each 
containing four activities enabling you to mark 
your students’ work as they complete it. 

How we’re helping students  
to achieve their best

 •	 The context for each CAB will be sufficiently open-
ended to allow students to carry out research and 
develop outcomes that interest them.
 Each CAB is accompanied by detailed •	
support notes for teachers that clarify the 
requirements and provide guidance on how  
to mark the work students produce.
 We’ve produced sample CABS for Units 2  •	
and 4 which you can use with your students  
to prepare them for the real thing.

Our Controlled Assessment Support Service 
(CASS) will give you the guidance you need to 
effectively manage the process of delivering 
Controlled Assessment. We’ll provide you with 
exemplars of student material, so you can fully 
understand what standards are required. Please 
visit www.edexcel.com/cass for more information.
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GCSE ICT Student Book

Our engaging Student Book has been written specifically for Edexcel’s 
GCSE ICT course. It is packed with interesting content and activities 
that support both class and home work. Self assessment activities 
throughout let students test how well they’re doing.

Features:

engaging content that motivates students to learn•	
attractive layout designed to suit all abilities•	
 self-assessment activities that indicate how well students are doing•	
 sample exam questions with hints and tips to improve attainment•	
lots of practical ICT tasks that improve capability.•	

Published resources that fully 

support learning and teaching

Fully integrated with the new specification, our resources for 
GCSE ICT are written by an expert author team including senior 
examiners. Written to work for specialists or non-specialists, these 
adaptable materials will make teaching the new specification as 
smooth and easy as possible.

10 | Edexcel’s new GCSE in ICT Edexcel’s new GCSE in ICT | 11



Sample pages from the Edexcel GCSE ICT Student Book
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GCSE ICT Teacher Resource  
with Active Teach

The Teacher Resource with ActiveTeach is packed with fantastic 
teaching material, including front-of-class presentations, step-by-
step lesson plans and interactive activities to help your students 
develop the skills they need to succeed. It gives you the flexibility 
to customise your lessons to meet the needs of the classes you  
are teaching.

Features:

 teaching tips inspired by our results analysis tool •	 ResultsPlus, 
and examiners’ commentary to help you prepare students for 
the exam
 links to Functional Skills in ICT so you can clearly see the overlap •	
with the GCSE specification. This will allow you to co-teach 
particular topics or choose to cover some areas in more depth
 hints and guidance on the new Controlled Assessment, clearly •	
explaining the choice of tasks and what resources you’ll need  
in the classroom.

Teacher resources that complement 

different teaching and learning styles
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Order your free Evaluation Packs today

To receive free samples of our published resources,  
please call our customer services team on 0845 630 3333.

Please quote the following: 
Edexcel GCSE ICT Evaluation Pack (includes Student Book  
and sample material from the Teacher Resource) 978-1846-906138 
Edexcel ICT Functional Skills Evaluation Pack 978-1846-906169

Sample lesson plan from  
the Edexcel GCSE Teacher 
Resource with ActiveTeach

Sample screenshot from the 
Edexcel GCSE ICT Teacher 
Resource with ActiveTeach
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Get in touch with your ICT  
Subject Advisor

You can contact Gareth Byrne, our Subject 
Advisor for ICT, for help with any aspect of 
teaching the new specification. Whatever your 
query – be it about the specification, assessment, 
lesson planning, or which books and resources to 
use – Gareth will be happy to help. You can email 
Gareth at ICTSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.
co.uk or post a question for him on the online 
ICT Community forum by visiting  
www.edexcel.com/communities.  
Alternatively, you can call the Subject Advisor 
team on 0844 372 2186.

ICT online forum

At the ICT online Community forum you can 
ask questions, exchange views with your peers, 
share experiences and give feedback. Facilitated 
by Gareth Byrne, your ICT Subject Advisor, it 
provides an excellent platform for you to share, 
discuss and debate ICT. Please visit  
www.edexcel.com/communities to gain access.

Controlled Assessment  
Support Service (CASS)

We’ve made the process of managing Controlled 
Assessment easy. Sign up to our CASS service  
to receive all the information you need to get 
started. Please visit www.edexcel.com/cass  
for details.

Ask the Expert

Our email service puts you in direct contact with 
a senior examiner who will help to answer any 
questions that relate to the assessment of our 
new GCSE ICT. Please email your questions to 
gcseict@edexcelexperts.co.uk 

‘Getting Ready to Teach’ events

We’ll be running a series of ‘Getting Ready to Teach’ 
events in the spring of 2010. These events will 
prepare you for delivering the new specification,  
and you’ll come away with plenty of ideas for 
lesson planning. Look out for information on our 
events at www.edexcel.com/training

GCSE ICT10 Toolkit

To complement your teaching we’ll provide  
you with useful materials including lesson plans, 
student exemplar material, schemes of work, 
enhanced examiner reports and online analysis 
of results. To register your interest in receiving 
materials for teaching our GCSE ICT, please visit 
www.ict10.co.uk

A full range of support at your disposal

We know that expert help and advice matter 
more than ever when delivering a new 
qualification. That’s why we have put together a 
first-class support package. We have a dedicated 
team of people on hand to advise and guide you  
every step of the way, from planning through  
to delivery and post-results feedback.

The ICT Team
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Helping you to achieve better results in GCSE ICT

ResultsPlus is our free online tool that offers you unrivalled insight into 
exam performance. As a teacher of our new GCSE ICT, you’ll have access to a 
comprehensive range of analysis and reports to help you target improvement.  
From the first exam session in January 2011, you’ll be able to access: 

 the exam analysis tool for a detailed understanding of how your students  •	
performed on each exam question
 skills maps linking exam performance back to areas of the specification•	
 your students’ results on results day with a ‘gradeometer’ which shows how  •	
close they were to the nearest grade boundary.

You can view ResultsPlus reports by year group, by class or by individual student – 
all with helpful comparison data to help you understand how your students fared. 
When your students reach the end of the course, you’ll be able to see grade reports 
showing their achievement by gender, or in relation to the national cohort and 
schools of your type.

The question-by-question analysis offered by ResultsPlus will allow you to work 
your way through each examination paper with each of your students, looking at 
where they have succeeded and where they need to make improvements. Our traffic 
light system helps make this data clear and accessible to a wide audience. 

ResultsPlus Skills Maps let you see student performance according to topics across  
the specification. It will help you to identify where to focus teaching time or resources.
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Next steps

Request for one of our GCSE consultants to contact you

We’d be delighted to talk to you about our new GCSE ICT and how its the best choice of 
specification for you and your students.  If you would like one of our GCSE consultants to 
contact you, please complete our online ‘request more information form’ at www.ICT10.co.uk

Sign up for our free GCSE ICT10 launch events  
for a walk-through of the new specification

If you want to find out about the content and assessment of our new specification in more 
depth, from the team who developed it, please book onto one of our free GCSE ICT10 face-to-
face or online launch events. We’ll be running these events from 6th October 2009 around the 
country. Please visit www.ict10.co.uk for more information and to book your place. 

Contact your Subject Advisor for answers to any questions

If you have any questions about the teaching of the new specification, please email Gareth 
Byrne, your ICT Subject Advisor, at ICTSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk or call the 
Subject Advisor team on 0844 372 2188.

Request your free GCSE ICT10 Toolkit (available in 2010)

To receive your GCSE ICT10 Toolkit, including enhanced specification, schemes of work, mock 
papers and mark schemes, Teacher’s Guide and an editable version of the specification, please 
complete our online form at www.ict10.co.uk.

Request free samples of our published resources

To get a feel for the teaching resources we offer to support the specification, please call our 
customer services team on 0845 630 3333 to receive free Evaluation Packs. See pages 10-13, 
of this brochure for details of what published resources are available. 

Edexcel
190 High Holborn,
London WC1V 7BH

Tel: 0844 576 0027
Minicom: 0870 240 3941
Fax: 020 7404 0520

www.edexcel.com

About Edexcel
Edexcel is a Pearson company and the UK’s largest awarding 
body. We offer academic and vocational qualifications and 
testing to schools, colleges, employers and other places of 
learning here and in over 85 countries worldwide.

Edexcel Limited.  
Registered in England and Wales No. 4496750
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London WC1V 7BH.
VAT Reg No. 780089807

www.ICT10.co.uk
http://www.ict10.co.uk
 ICTSubjectAdvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk
http://www.edexcel.com 
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